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Ode To The Spellchecker

Part of the poem “Ode to the Spellchecker”, written in 1991, is shown below - both in
the original form, and in a “translated version. Read them and answer the questions.

ODE TO THE SPELLCHECKER

Eye halve a spelling check her;

It came with my pea sea.

It plane lee marks four my revue
Miss steaks aye kin knot sea.

A check her is a bless sing;

It freeze yew lodes of thyme.

It helps me right awl stiles two reed,
And aides me when aye rime.

Now spelling does knot phase me,
It does knot bring a tier;

My pay purrs awl due glad den
With wrapped words fare as hear.

To rite with care is quite a feet

Of witch won should be proud;

And wee mussed dew da best wee can
Sew flaws are knot aloud.

That’s why eye brake in two averse
Cuz eye dew want too please.

Sow glad eye yam that aye did bye
This soft wear four pea seas.
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ODE TO THE SPELLCHECKER

I have a spelling checker;

It came with my PC.

It plainly marks for my review
Mistakes | cannot see.

A checker is a blessing;

It frees you loads of time.

It helps me write, all styles to read,
And aids me when | rhyme.

Now spelling does not faze me,

It does not bring a tear;

My papers all do gladden

With wrapped words fair as here.

To write with care is quite a feat
Of which one should be proud;
And we must do the best we can
So flaws are not allowed.

That’s why | break into a verse
Cause | do want to please.

So glad | am that | did buy
This software for PCs.

Source: Professor Jerrold H. Zar of Northern
lllinois University

According to the author, 127 of the 225 words of the poem, although spelled

correctly, are used incorrectly.

1. What point do you think the author was trying to make by writing the poem?

2. Do you agree with the author? Explain your answer.
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